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SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE IN NORTHERN ITALY 

PRESS COMMENTARY OF DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS: 

1 . SUNDAY EDITIONS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL PRESS GENERALLY 
FAVORABLE TO GOI REGIONAL/PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS' EFFORTS THUS 
FAR WITH EXCEPTION OF IL GAZZETTINO. ALL PAPERS INCLUDING 
L'UNITA BACKING MORO DECISION TO DECENTRALIZE RELIEF EFFORTS 
AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. PRESS ALSO HAS HIGH PRAISE FOR ITALIAN 
MILITARY EFFORTS. HOWEVER, CRITICAL COMMENTS OF ORGANIZATIONAL 
FAILURES APPEAR IN ALL PAPERS WITH VARYING DEGREES OF INTENSITY. 

A SUMMARY OF THESE COMMENTS FOLLOWS: 

A. FROM MESSAGGERO VENETO, UDINE: ARTICLE SUMMARIZING 
DAMAGE IN PORDENONE PROVINCE STATES ASSISTANCE HAS BEEN SLOW 
IN COMING AND ATTRIBUTES DELAYS TO PORDENONE'S HAVING SUFFERED 
FEWER CASUALITIES THAN UDINE PROVINCE. SPECIFICALLY: 

(A) ASSISTANCE TO SMALL VILLAGES WAS NOT COORDINATED AND WAS 
LEFT TO LOCAL INITIATIVES. (B) SUPPLIES OF TENTS AND POTABLE 
WATER HAD NOT ARRIVED IN SOME AREAS AS OF SATURDAY EVEN THOUGH 
ARTICLE STATES SUPPLY WAS BEING ARRANGED. 

B. ARTICLES ON GEMONA. MAIANO, TARCENTO AND OTHER TOWNS 
STATE THAT THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF DISINFECTANTS 

AND WATER-PURIFYING CHEMICALS. A LACK OF TENTS, AND A SHORTAGE 
OF PORTABLE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT TO PERMIT NIGHT EXCAVATION. 

C. FROM IL PICCOLO TRIESTE: EDITORIAL CHARACTERIZED FIRST 

24 HOURS OF RELIEF EFFORT AS THOSE OF A "GIANT WITHOUT AHEAD", 

AND POINTED TO LACK OF DIRECTION FROM RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 
WITH EXCEPTION OF PREFETTURA OF UDINE AS CAUSE OF DISORDER. 

D. FROM IL GAZZETTO VENICE: FRONT PAGE EDITORIAL 
CRITICAL OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ACCUSING ROME OF 
UNDERESTIMATING EXTENT OF DISASTER FOR SEVERAL HOURS AFTER 

THE EARTHQUAKE AND STATING THAT THERE WERE SOME WHO "PREFERRED 
THEIR WEEKENDS TO THEIR OWN WORK". EDITORIAL GOES ON TO 
CRITICIZE ORGANIZATION OF RELIEF EFFORTS STATING.’TT IS 
NECESSARY TO ORGANIZE GOOD WILL.. .BUT IT IS NECESSARY ALSO TO 
REORGANIZE DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES". 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM NEWS ARTICLE: (A) IN VILLAGE OF 
VAL DI RISIA FIRST HELP ARRIVED 24 HOURS AFTER EARTHQUAKE. 

THERE ARE CONTINUING REQUESTS FOR FOOD. 

(B) AT FOLGARIA, WATER SHORTAGES CONTINUING. (C) AT TRASAGHIS 
SHORTAGE OF TYPHOID VACCINE, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SUFFICIENT 
QUANTITIES IN VICINITY. LACK OF TENTS. (D) MAIANO: LACK OF 
COORDINATION. IT TOOK 5 HOURS TO SET UP TENTS DUE TO CONFUSION. 

(D) MONTENARS AND ARTEGNA: REPORTS OF DISORGANIZATION AND 
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LACK OF CAMP KITCHENS AND ASSISTANCE IN CARING OF EDIBILITY 
OF FOODSTUFFS. (E) PORDENONE PROVINCE: IN ONE ARTICLE PROVINCE 
HELP DIRECTOR REPORTS SUFFICIENCY OF HOSPITAL BEDS, DOCTORS, 
FACCINES, PLASMA. ANOTHER ARTICLE SAYS TOWNS AND PROVINCES 
LACK BEDS, SUPPLIES, VACCINES. 

E. FROM REGIONAL L'UNITA (COMMUNIST): 

EDITORIAL STATES THERE HAS BEEN A LACK OF COORDINATION AND THAT 
IT WAS MISSING ENTIRELY IN SOME AREAS. DELAYS, INTERFERENCES, 
UNCERTAINTIES IN DECISION-MAKING NOTED WITHOUT CITING SPECIFIC 
CASES. TWO ARTICLES: (A) NUMBER OF DOCTORS, MEDICINES AND 
SUPPLIES SEEM ADEQUATE. HOWEVER, LACK OF ORGANIZATION PRESENTING 
APPLICATION TO NEEDY AREAS. (B) CONFUSION AT UDINE. PREFETTURA 
CITED: WATER TRUCKS WAITING FOR WATER WHILE MAYOR OF TARCENTO 
WAITING FOR WATER. (C) MAIANO: EXCAVATION OF COLLAPSED 
CONDOMINIUMS STOPPED SEVERAL HOURS FRIDAY NIGHT. CIRES OF THOSE 
TRAPPED IN RUINS STILL BEING HEARD SATURDAY MORNING. (D) 

LACK OF ORGANIZATION OF HEALTH RESOURCES: MEDICAL PERSONNEL 
FLOWING INTO AREA BUT NOT BEING DIRECTED TO LOCATIONS ESTABLISHED 
TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SERVICES. SHORTAGE OF WATER, MEDICINES, 
SURGICAL THREAD AND ANTIBIOTICS. MILITARY AMBULANCES DRIVERS 
DID NOT KNOW WHERE TO TAKE VICTIMS. 

3. WITH REGARD TO RECONSTRUCTION EFFORTS, BOTH PRESS AND 
MEDIA ALREADY MAKING FREQUENT COMMENTS THAT NEED FOR 
RECONSTRUCTION TO BE DIRECTED LOCALLY, CITING GOI FAILURES 
TO REBUILD AFTER 1968 EARTHQUAKE IN SICILY. VOLPE 
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